June 2010


St. John’s Lutheran Church

Confirmation Manual

This manual provides basic information about the class, process, and procedures toward Confirmation at St. John’s.  Please read through the information and make note of any questions you have in order to get them answered.

I.  Promises of Grace Class

Purpose:  Basic instruction in the doctrine and confession of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS) as we live it out at St. John’s.  The class is open for all and is the route toward membership at St. John’s.  For baptized members of St. John’s, Promises of Grace is the class taken after receiving pastoral approval for Confirmation.

Schedule:  The class occurs three times per year.  Classes meet at 9:30am on Sunday mornings in the church parlor and at 7:15pm on Wednesday at Main St.

· Week 1 – “God Saves”

· Week 2 – “Baptism”

· Week 3 – “The Ministry of Reconciliation”

· Week 4 – “The Word of God”

· Week 5 – “Our Worldview”

· Week 6 – “God’s Will for You”  (Two Kinds of Righteousness, Vocation)

· Week 7 – “It’s All His” (Christian Stewardship & The Two Kingdoms)

· Week 8 – “The Lord’s Supper”

· Week 9 – “Who Are You”  (Saint & Sinner)

· Week 10 – “The Rite of Confirmation & St. John’s Membership Covenant”

II.  Confirmation/Membership Procedures

Note:  Please visit “Discipleship Central” on our webpage for family discussion starters and study guides for the tests.  You can find the resources at www.stjohnswestbend.org.   

Youth Confirmands:  Generally youth is defined as being between 7th grade and 12th grades.  Youth will need to be prepared in the knowledge (Bible and Small Catechism), attitude, and behavior appropriate to make the promises of Confirmation.  Demonstration of preparedness is provided through an interview with the Confirmand, Confirmand’s parents, and a pastor.  

· Youth steps toward Confirmation

· Prepare in knowledge, attitude, and behavior within the family.  Discipleship classes and resources are available.

· Schedule an interview with one of St. John’s full-time pastors.  Interview will include written knowledge tests covering the Bible and Small Catechism.  Parents are required to participate in the pastoral interview.

· Once the pastor approves, the family is free to decide when to begin the Promises of Grace class.

· Complete the Promises of Grace Class.

· Confirm your faith!!! (See information below for Confirmation Services)

Adult Confirmands:  Generally speaking, adult confirmands will include adults new to the LCMS or are returning to the LCMS after some time.  Adults will likely begin the process with the Promises of Grace class.  During the class, adults will need to schedule an appointment with one of the full-time pastors at St. John’s to review the knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors consistent with the Christian faith.  

· Adult steps toward Confirmation and Membership

· Prepare in knowledge, attitude, and behavior within the family.  Discipleship classes and resources are available.

· Schedule an interview with one of St. John’s full-time pastors.  Interview will include written knowledge tests covering the Bible and Small Catechism. 

· Complete the Promises of Grace Class.

· Confirm your faith!!!  (See information below for Confirmation Services)

Transfers from other LCMS Congregations:  Transfers received from other LCMS congregations will be expected to attend the next series of the Promises of Grace Class.  This is to affirm our Confession, allow you to get better acquainted with the pastors, and hear how we talk about life together at St. John’s.  Transfers will be received into membership when the paperwork is received and will participate in the next Confirmation Weekend.

III.  New Member Orientation/Rehearsal

There will be a new member orientation and confirmation rehearsal scheduled before the Confirmation services.  Typically this will be a Saturday morning at least a week before the Confirmation services.  The orientation will occur between 8:45 and 10:15am on a Saturday.  The time will include:

· Some great home baked treats from Ray and Eloise 

· Introduction of ministry heads

· Distribution of various information pertaining to St. John’s and the community

· Lots of Q&A

· Tour of the facilities (for those interested)

· Rehearsal for the Confirmation service

IV.  Confirmation/New Member Services

On the scheduled weekend for Confirmation, confirmands and transfers are free to attend their regular service.  

At the service, all Confirmands will process in to the reserved pews at the front.  Any youth confirmands will join their immediate family, who will already be seated in the reserved pews according to the seating chart (see below).  

The basic services is as follows:

· Processional Song

· Invocation

· Prayer of the Day

· Scripture Readings

· Sermon Song

· Sermon

· Offering

· Proclamation of Faith

· Rite of Confirmation

· Reception of Transfers

· Membership Covenant

· Prayer

· Closing Song

The seating and process for the Proclamation of Faith at Sixth Ave. is as follows:
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A detailed seating chart will be provided for each service individually.

V.  Confirmation Data Sheet

Information to be completed and returned for all Confirmands

· Confirmation Verse:  _________________________

· One per Confirmand or one per family

· Service attending:  _________________________ (Time)
Sixth Ave or Main St.

· How many family members/sponsors will be standing with you for the Proclamation of Faith?  _________________________

· Attending the New Member Orientation/Rehearsal?  Yes or No

· Please complete the Membership Form, Membership Covenant, and Commitment Card.

· Talk with Pastor Rob with any questions.

· rdonaldson@stjohnswestbend.org
· office 262.334.4901
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